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Greetings to all good gentles from  

Daire and Druinne  

Lord and Lady Elfsea  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope that everyone had a great holiday and 

are lo oking forward to the very busy month of 

January.  The first weekend finds us at Twelfth 

Night , holding our last cour t before Sp ringfaire. 

 Please come out and support this joint event. 

 Coronation follows the next week and will be 

held in the same hall and promis es to be a great 

event.  If you have never gone to a Coronation, 

then  please consider attending this one.  It  is 

filled with much tradition  and great courts.  The 

King's Champion tournament is always hotly 

contested and is a joy to watch. The stepping 

down court is always an em otional one and the 

celebration of our new King and Queen  leaves 

one looking forwa rd to  the next fun - filled six 

months.  After that, we  will travel to Round 

Table for a day of meetings and training for ou r 

officer corps.  This event is not limited to officers 

and we encourage  everyone to go and learn 

more about what happens behind the scenes  

which allows for us to play our game.  Queen's 

Champion follows the next weekend and once 

again, we find ourselves watching a very hotly 

contested rapier tournament.  

 

Dragonsfire Tor Yule  Revel was wonderful as 

always.   The food for dinner was fantastic.   We 

are truly home to a number of talented cooks.   

Their Royal Majesties, Ulstead the Unsteady and 

Ebegardis von Zell, Their Royal Highnesses, 

Aaron MacGregor and Vanessa de Verona, as 

well as Baron William from Loch Sollier, Baron 

and Baroness Ihon and I sabeau of Stargate, 

Baroness Katheryn of the Steppes, and Baron 

Donnchadh from Namron were also there.   It 

was a great time to get to meet people from 

other parts of our kingdom and show them 

some hospitality.   Many thanks go out to the 

good gentles who wo rked on the event.   As 

always, it was a great success.  

 

This month is also a good month to start 

preparations for Gulf War . Druinne will be 

camp mom once again, s o please contact her 

as soon as possible if you plan on attending. 

 Pre- registration i s requi red to camp with 

Elfsea.  You can pre - register online and it is 

open now.   US Post pre - registrations must be 

postmarked by January 31, 2008 , while 

online pre - registration ends February 14, 

2008 .  Elfsea has great land and a long 

tradition of service at the  war, so please 

make plans to come out and have some fun 

and make new friends.   And of course, there 

is always the shopping!  

 

We hope that everyone stays safe and warm 

throughout the winter.  

 

Pray know that  we remain in faithful service,  

Daire and Druinne  
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   Officers Reports  

                    Seneschal                     
Greetings Elfsea and Dragonsfire  Tor 
 
First a few reminders: 
     Closing as of January Moot (January 28, 2008   ) 
          Bids for Defender (none received to date) 
          Bids for several offices 
     Remember business meeting at Caelinõs January 21, 2008 
 
Then some news 
     Future event 
          Elfsea is spring Crown in April and we are looking for coordinators for our key positions  
 
Finally Thank 
     Thank you for all of your efforts for Dragonsfire Tor Yule Revel and Twelfth Night.  
 
Yours In Service, 
Ascelyn 
Seneschal 
 

                    Exchequer                     
 
The Barony of Elfsea is in good shape financially. We are current on all reports and other obligations. 
The meetings of the financial committee are open to anyone who wants to observe and seats will be 
available on the committee in the future. If you would like to be a member, you may want to attend the 
meetings to see what we do and to make your interest known. Eflseaõs committee consists of the 
Seneschal, the Exchequer, the B&B acting as one vote, and two at-large members who serve 2 year 
terms offset from each other. You must take the basic finance course from the Kingdom either before 
joining the committee or within 30 days of taking office. You must be a member of the SCA. 
  
Remember to get authorization before spending money you expect Elfsea to reimburse. We require 
receipts for all reimbursements. And all bids for events must include a budget. 
  
In service, 
Caelin on Andrede 
Elfsea Exchequer  
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                    Nautilus Pursuivant - Herald                     
Greetings Elfsea. 
  
The office of The Elfsea Herald, Nautilus Pursuivant, is now open for bids.  If you are interested in this 
position, please contact the current Elfsea Herald Lady Luciana di Boniface -  the current office holder 
or the Central Regional  (Eclipse) Herald for information as to the duties and reporting requirements  of 
the Elfsea Herald.   
  
To submit a bid, send three copies of the Bid for Office to the current Elfsea Herald 
Lady Luciana Di Boniface herald@elfsea.net and one copy to the Eclipse Herald 
(eclipse_herald@ansteorra.org) along with photocopies of your SCA membership card and Driver's 
license.    
  
Bids for the Nautilus Pursuivant Office will close on or about the Fed 15, 2008.   
  
I Remain Yours in Service 
  
Ld Alric Morgannwwgg 
Eclispe Herald 
Ansteorra  
 

                    Knights Marshal                     
Greetings unto all, 
  
I look forward to seeing each and every chivalric fighter from Elfsea in attendance at least one of our 
TWO fighter practices each week. As ever, WAR looms on the horizon. In but a few months hence many 
will make the sojourn to Gleann Abhann to bring the heathens to the light. Victory in these far lands will 
not come unless our fighters train hard, our bards sharpen their whit,  and our artisans weave their 
nimble crafts. So too must those who serve, recruit, and our Phools must revel. All of these things and 
more can be achieved at one or both of our TWO fighter practices. I eagerly await your arrival and your 
contribution, no matter how large or small at either of Elfsea's practices. 
Gramercy, 
 
Lord Lochlan Dunn  
Knight Marshal Elfsea 
 
P.S.  
       I am, as ever, in need of deputies. I you are interested, please contact me. 
       or come and see me at one of our TWO practices. 
 
 

mailto:herald@elfsea.net
mailto:eclipse_herald@ansteorra.org
http://kingdomofgleannabhann.org/
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                    Rapier Marshal                     
Rapier activity has been very sparse, with no fighting occurring in the last two months.  No new 
deputies have been added, I request that those active deputies continue under my warrant.  Anyone 
who wishes to be authorized as a deputy, please contact me.  I am in the process of inventorying the 
loaner gear, and if anyone has any of the loaner gear in their possession please contact me to arrange 
itõs return.  Some time ago I mentioned the possibility of moving mid-week rapier practice to Thursday 
at the Central Branch of the Arlington Public Library.   That is still my plan, however, the multipurpose 
room that we would be using on Thursday nights is still booked for the foreseeable future, and I do not 
anticipate having access to it until at least sometime after Queenõs Champion.  I will still be at 
Wednesday and Sunday practices, but I suggest those wishing to practice for Queenõs try to make the 
Tueseday night practice in Steppes.  I will be going over there as often as I am able. 
  
òFor every hundred you send us, ten should not even be here, eighty are nothing but targets, nine of 
them are real fighters ð we are grateful to have them, for they the battle make ð but the one, one of them 
is a Warrior, and he will bring the others home.ó ð Heraclitus 
  
Alaric  
 

                    Archery Marshal                      
 

                          

                    Minister of Arts and Sciences                     
 
Greetings! 
 
December was full of holiday fun and family for most of us no doubt.  The coming of the New Year 
brings new resolutions, activiti es, and changes.  The first big change is that Elfsea now has an A&S 
Deputy.  Welcome HL Ælfwyn Webbestre to the position.  So now you can share your ideas for class 
you want to see or recommendations for A&S awards with her or myself.   
 
A&S classes will resume in January.  The first class is on Jan. 15 at 7:30 pm.  Baroness Ameline du Bois 
will show us how to do Nalbinding.  This useful Nordic art predates knitting and can be used to create 
socks, hats, gloves, and more.  Location is still being determined; watch the list for more details.  
 
Now is also the time to be working on your Kingdom A&S pieces, papers, and displays.  Or just plan on 
attending this great display of artisan skill.   
 
In Service, 
HL Hanna von Dahl 
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                    Chronicler                     
Master Darius has invited me to try my hand at the Tidings this month. I hope you enjoy my efforts 
including the photo page and biographies. Constructive critiques are always appreciated. 
 
 The office of Chronicler is open for bids through January Moot if any wish to apply. 
 
al AERYN  
Deputy Chronicler 

                    Hospitilar                      

                                                            

                    Virtual Scribe                     

                          

                    Minster of Children                     

This Office is Open For Bid 

                    Chamberlain                     

This Office is Open For Bid 

                    Historian                      
This Office is Open For Bid 

                    Chirugeon                     
I hope everyone had a great Holiday Season, and a safe one!!  It is the time for thanks and reflection on 
the year past, but tourney season is right around the corner!! Remember to check your armor and 
weapons, make sure they are in sound shape so there are no injuries......keep in shape, and keep 
hydrated and we will see you on the field!! 
  
Gehart Wolfgang der Rote 
Baronial Chirugeon 
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Other Communiqués     

Highland Games 
Greetings unto the populace of this great Barony on this, the start of a New Year,  
Yes, it is early but planning never waits for anyone, so mark your calendars or rood sticks or whatever 
you use to keep track of the passage of time for the 2008 Scottish Highland Games, set to be played out 
June 6-8, 2008, at the same location.  I plan to ask that we be given the same spot we had last year, 
unless there is serious dissention from the populace. 
In Service to Our Great Barony, Baron and Baroness,  
 
Lord Ceatta  
aliquantulus ferment nunquam vulnero quisquam  
(a little ferment never hurt anyone) 
 
Grok say: Too cold for Grok. Me and Grog hibernate 'till little birdies sing happy. Then 
yum,,  er.... Then we come watch funny elves again. 
 
 

 
  This Lovely Lady is one of the Costume contest winners from Twelfth Night   

All Twelfth Night Pictures are the work of Master Caelin on Andrede 
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Remembering Twelfth Night: 

       
The Event Site (Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center ð Athens, Texas) was beautifully decorated and the onsite fishing and 
aquariums make for an interesting side trip after shopping at the merchants booths or practicing for a bardic performance . 

   
Everyone present enjoyed a fantastic round of òStellaró baric performances organized by Duke Miguel Sebastian de Oporto 

  
Cleaning up was profitably accomplished by the Centurions who completed the Herculean task of washing all  the kitchen 
dishes AND feast gear with swift military precision!    
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January 2008 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

  1 2 
Fighter Practice 

7:00 PM 
Bedford Boyõs Ranch 

3 4 5 
Twelfth 

Night 
 

6 
Fighter Practice 

2:00 PM 
Veteranõs Park 

7 8 9 
Fighter Practice 

7:00 PM 
Bedford Boyõs Ranch 

10 11 
Coronation 

12 
Coronation 

 
 

13 
Coronation  

Fighter Practice 
2:00 PM 

Veteranõs Park 

14 15 16 
Fighter Practice 

7:00 PM 
Bedford Boyõs Ranch 

17 18 
Kingõs Round 

Table 

19 
Kingõs Round 

Table  
 

Reports Due  
(Feb Tidings) 

20 
Kingõs Round 

Table  
Fighter Practice 

2:00 PM 
Veteranõs Park 

21 
Business  

Meeting 

22 23 
Fighter Practice 

7:00 PM 
Bedford Boyõs Ranch 

24 25 
 

Queenõs 
Champion 

26 
 

Queenõs 
Champion 

27  
Queenõs 

Champion  
Fighter Practice 

2:00 PM 
Veteranõs Park 

28 
 

Moot 

29 30 
Fighter Practice 

7:00 PM 
Bedford Boyõs Ranch 

31 1 2 
 
 
 

February 2008 
3  

Fighter Practice 
2:00 PM 

Veteranõs Park 

4 5 6 
Fighter Practice 

7:00 PM 
Bedford Boyõs Ranch 

7 8 
Kingdom 
A & S 

9 
Kingdom 
A & S 

10 
Kingdom A & S  
Fighter Practice 

2:00 PM 
Veteranõs Park 

11 12 13 
Fighter Practice 

7:00 PM 
Bedford Boyõs Ranch 

14 15 16 

17  
Fighter Practice 

2:00 PM 
Veteranõs Park 

18 
Business  

Meeting 

19 20 
Fighter Practice 

7:00 PM 
Bedford Boyõs Ranch 

21 22 23 

24  
Fighter Practice 

2:00 PM 
Veteranõs Park 

25 
 

Moot 

26 27 
Fighter Practice 

7:00 PM 
Bedford Boyõs Ranch 

28 29  

Is your meeting missing ð Please let the Chronicler or Virtual Scribe know what, when, and where to have it included 
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Officers: 
 

Baron and Baroness: 
His Excellency Dáire de Haya and  
Her Excellency Druinne de Salesberie 
Stefen and Rhonda Hays 
817- 220- 0333 
baron@elfsea.net 
baroness@elfsea.net 
 
Seneschal: 
Honorable Lady Ascelyn of Glentewrde 
Carol Billings  
4306 Derby Court 
Grand Prairie, Tx 75052 
469- 556- 2299 
seneschal@elfsea.net 
 
Treasurer: 
Master Caelin on Andrede 
Richard Threlkeld 
2220  Patterson Pl 
Arlington, Tx 76012 
214- 850- 1558 
exchequer@elfsea.net  
 
Nautilus Pursuivant (herald): 
Ly Luciana Caterina di Borghese 
Grand Prairie, TX 
herald@elfsea.net 
 
Knights Marshal: 
Lord Lochlan Dunn 
Brandon McDermott 
1100 Forest Ridge Dr. 
Bedford, TX 76022 
817- 905- 0840  
knight_marshal@elfsea.net  
 
 
Rapier Marshal:  
Don Alaric Greythorne  
Glen Wilkerson 
901 High Point Road 
Arlington TX 76015  
817- 467- 3932 home 
rapier_marshal@elfsea.net 
 

Archery Marshal:  
Daniel O'Ceileachair 
 (pronounced O'Keleher) 
Daniel Foster 
7253 Normandy Road 
Forth Worth TX, 76112  
Home: 817- 446- 3919  

(no calls after 8:00 PM)  
Cell: 817- 944- 8301 
archery_marshal@elfsea.net  
 
Minster of Arts and Sciences 
Ly Hanna von Dahl 
Deana Covel 
501 Sycamore Ln. #2215 
Euless, TX 76039 
Arts_Sciences@elfsea.net 
 
Hospitaler: 
Lady Adelaide de Ruthven 
Sarah Darr 
6033 Kary Lynn Dr So 
Watauga TX, 76148 
817- 428-  6282 
ladyadelaide@sbcglobal.net 
 
Chronicler: 
(Accepting Applications)  
Master Darius of the Bells 
Don Riney 
809 N Bowen 
Arlington TX 76012 
817- 459- 3553  

(no calls after 9PM) 
masterdarius@earthlink.net 
 
Virtual Scribe: 
Lord Daniel of Cameron 
vscribe@elfsea.net 
 
Minister of Children: 
(Accepting Applications)  
 
Chamberlain:  
(Accepting Applications)  
HL Aelfwyn Webbestre 
Amelia Buckner 
817- 692- 9177 
amelia.buckner@hotmail.com 
 

Demo Coordinator 
(Accepting Applications)  
 
Historian: 
(Accepting Applications)  
Mistress Rosalia di Bellavita 
Monica Riney 
809 N Bowen 
Arlington TX 76012 
mistressrosalia@earthlink.net 
817- 459- 3553  

(no calls after 9 PM) 
 
Chiruregeon: 
Ld Gerhart Wolfgang der Rote 
Randy L. Brittain 
820  Ports O Call Dr 
Granbury, TX 76048 
817- 579- 0817 
chirurgeon@elfsea.net 
 
Deputy Marshals: 
HE Crandall MacCranon  

(Rapier and Heavy Weapons) 
Lady Jocelyn  
        (Rapier) 
 
 
 
Please send address corrections 
to the Chronicler and Virtual 
Scribe. 
 
 

 

  

mailto:seneschal@elfsea.net
mailto:exchequer@elfsea.net
mailto:knight_marshal@elfsea.net
mailto:rapier_marshal@elfsea.net
mailto:archery_marshal@elfsea.net
mailto:archery_marshal@elfsea.net
mailto:Arts_Sciences@elfsea.net
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Aethelflaed or Ethelfleda, Lady of the Mercians  

 For the past several years I have assigned a medieval biography to my students. I picked a òtoughó person ð one 
with few easy sources to use as an example and was thus introduced to Aethelflaed. She was quite an impressive woman 
perhaps even on par with Eleanor of Aquitaine. In an era when most women had little to no word fame, she rates not one 
but three mentions in the Anglo -Saxon Chronicle 
 
 She was born about AD 872 - the eldest daughter of King Alfred the Great of Wessex and his wife 
Ealhswith. The next time she surfaces is when she is married ð about 886 to Aethelred or Ethelred, later the 
ealdorman or earl of Mercia at about age 14. When her husband dies (911) after the Battle of Tettenhall, she 
was elevated to the status of "Lady of the Mercians"[at about age 39]. When she dies in 918, she is buried in 
Gloucester. 
 Her true fame is as a builder ð it is the castles she has built that earn her a place in the Anglo -Saxon 
Chronicle. During the last six years of her life it is by her will that an astonishing number of fortifications are 
begun or improved upon. The first year she is mentioned in connection with two castles, Shergate and 
Bridgenorth.   

From the Anglo Saxon Chronicle ð A.D. 912. 
é This year also came Ethelfleda, lady of the Mercians, on the holy eve called the 

invention of the holy cross, to Shergate, and built the fortress there, and the same year that at 
Bridgenorth. 

 The next year ð which also contains references to 914 and 915 she is associated with work on no less 
than seven separate fortification projects. I think I would like to have that free an exchequer but for the implied 
threat that required all of those defensive structures to be built at breakneck speed.  

From the Anglo Saxon Chronicle ð A.D. 913. 
é This year by the permission of God went Ethelfleda, 

lady of Mercia, with all the Mercians to Tamworth; and built the 
fort there in the fore-part of the summer; and before Lammas 
that at Stafford: in the next year [914] that at Eddesbury, in the 
beginning of the summer; and the same year, late in the autumn, 
that at Warwick. Then in the following year  [915] was built, after 
mid-winter, that at Chirbury and that at Warburton; and the 
same year before mid-winter that at Runkorn. 

If the building program is not remarkable enough, the is also a record 
of a military conquest in the last year of her life (918) when she was about 
thirty -nine. The battle must have been difficult because it cost her four thanes 
but it was recorded as her victory even so. 

From the Anglo Saxon Chronicle ð A.D. 918. 
é This year Ethelfleda, lady of the Mercians, with the 

help of God, before Laminas, conquered the town called Derby, 
with all that thereto belonged; and there were also slain four of 
her thanes, that were most dear to her, within the gates. But very 
shortly after they had become so, she died at Tamworth, twelve 
days before midsummer, the eighth year of her having rule and 
right lordship over the Mercians; and her body lies at 
Gloucester, within the east porch of St. Peter's church. 

 
About.com -  Aethelflaed -  http://womenshistory.about.com/library/bio/blbio_aethelflaed.htm 
Online Anglo-Saxon Chronicle -  http://omacl.org/Anglo/part2.html 
 

 

Tamworth Castle 

 
Aethelflaedaõs 

Tombstone 

http://womenshistory.about.com/library/bio/blbio_aethelflaed.htm
http://omacl.org/Anglo/part2.html

