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Greetings to all good gentles from Daire and Druinne.   
 

War has come and gone and once again, it was a tie!  Guess we will just have to gather up once again 
next year and fight it out all over again. 
 

For those of you who have not attended Gulf War, we both want to heartily recommend that you 
consider doing so next year.  It is a week of fun, fighting, learning and making new friends.  And of 
course, there is the shopping.  Elfsea is fortunate to have some great land for camping, just across the 
way from the Ansteorran gates.  We need to be sure and fill it up in order to keep our traditional lands.  
For some, attending Gulf War means making plans now.  If that is the case, then do so!  You will find that 
there are many willing hands to help you with your needs.  It is amazing how much stuff one can take to 
war and how little one can make it on.  If you have any questions at all, please feel free to come talk to 
either of us about the trip. 
 

April is the beginning of a great tourney season and lots of great events to attend.  First, we host 
Crown; then we will take the baronial blue and white to Glaslyn for everyone to share; after that, we plan 
on attending the BoD meeting in Steppes; and then our own Guardian of the Tor ends up the month.  We 
hope to hear of everyone's travels and see many of you out and about. 
 

On another note, there is a long term project that we would like to bring up.  Bordermarch Autumn 
Melees is not as far off as it may seem.  For the past few years, Elfsea and Steppes has banded together 
and taken a company of fighters to the event while others stayed in camp and cooked for the fighters.  
This fall, our neighbors in Gleann Abhann, are coming to Melees.  Seems that we have something that 
they want back and they are coming en masse to get it.  We need to field as many fighters as we can, so 
that means that we need some new support for the expedition in the way of cooking and camp land 
grab.  Please contact Druinne if you want to step up and take this role on.  It may seem like November is 
a long way off, but if you are planning on being in armor for that weekend, now is a great time to get 
started and Melees is a great place to get your own pair of "Shaky Knees". 
 

We hope that you will all come out for Crown, lend a hand with the event and enjoy the great fighting 
and pomp and circumstance of the day.  As it is a kingdom event, we will not hold court as Baron and 
Baroness, but will be sitting with our populace, enjoying the event along with everyone else. 
 

Pray thee know that we remain in faithful service to our Crown,  
 

Daire and Druinne  
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 Officers Reports  

                    Seneschal                     
 
To the Good People of Elfsea, your Seneschal sends Greetings. 
  

For those who are not aware, Gulf War XXII has been declared a tie, so we will have to go again next 
year to test our mettle against our noble opponents, the Trimarans. 
  

We have several events coming up in the near future, so please seek out the autocrats of these events 
and volunteer to assist in any way you see fit. We have Spring Crown Tournament coming up on April 
4th, Springfaire May 2-4th and then Defender 26-28th. 
  

I would like to remind everyone that the office of Seneschal is open for applications. 
Please send your applications for this office to TE Druinne and Daire and to the 
regional Seneschal, Duchess Conal. 
 

Yours In Service,   
Ascelyn  
Seneschal 

 

  Exchequer                     
To the people of Elfsea does Caelin on Andrede send this report. 
  

We are still financially sound and all reporting requirements for the Exchequerõs office are met. As I 
write this, we have recently returned from a trip to the Gulf Wars where we fought mightily, winning 
many battles and losing few. Nonetheless, it was a tie I hear. We will have to return next year to sort it 
out. 
  

At the war, Elfsea was well represented in the area of volunteers. Most of the camp was òearly onó 
which means they were department heads or key individuals in a department that were required for the 
set up of various functions before the camp could be opened. We spent more time fighting and working 
than in camp. Gulf War sets aside a portion of their profits each year to reward volunteers for making 
the fun possible for everyone. The volunteer fills out a form saying into which SCA account (like the 
Barony of Elfsea) they would like their rewards deposited and then they turn in volunteer hour slips for 
the hours they work. These are recorded on their forms. At the end of the war, they add up all the hours 
recorded, divide that into the dollars set aside and then pay that amount for each hour. Our group has 
often been well rewarded for the work of our friends at the war.  
  

You also get to choose prizes from a donated table of goodies as your hours mount and there is a 
raffle for prizes from the merchants at the end of the war. You get one raffle chance for each two hours 
work, I believe. So volunteering pays for your group and for you. Of course, the main reason we do it is 
because we enjoy helping others! 
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All this is background for the decision made at last Moot. The financial committee considered our good 
financial standing and the needs of the Kingdom and proposed that we collect our share of the 
volunteer funds and donate it to the Kingdom of Ansteorra. That was approved by the populace at 
Moot. At this point we cannot estimate the amounts, but all the Elfsea contingent worked many hours to 
benefit our Kingdom both at the war and with our volunteer funds. 
  

If you have projects that would benefit the Barony and they would require Baronial funds, please feel 
free to contact me or any member of the Finance Committee to discuss them. The money we accumulate 
is to be used to meet the SCAõs goals of educating ourselves and the world about the skills, traditions, 
art, and fighting disciplines of the middle ages in Europe. Though we need to keep enough on hand to 
meet emergencies and still hold our primary events, we should consider using funds for any project 
that falls into our charter.  
  

Finally, if anyone wants to review the accounting records with me, they are open to all members of the 
SCA at a time and place convenient to you and to me. Call or email for an appointment. 
  

In service, 
Caelin on Andrede 
Exchequer, Barony of Elfsea 
 

                    Nautilus Pursuivant - Herald                     
 
Greetings From the Elfsea Herald's Office, 

  
I am Cathal Finn O'Briain your new Herald. If anyone needs help with designing a 
new device or coming up with a name and persona. Please feel free to email me 
at any time. Also seek me out during moot and I would be happy to discuss 
any submissions you might have. 
  
Thank you, 
Cathal Finn O'Briain 

 

                    Knightõs Marshal                     
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 Rapier Marshal                     
 

There is not much to report beyond what has already been posted to the list and on the website this 
month. 
  
Mid week rapier practice will resume in April.  I still want to 
hear from the rapier fighters their opinions regarding the 
change in day and / or location. 
  
The demo at All-Con was a great success, and I encourage 
everyone who can to participate in the SAIL Home School 
Demo in Steppes next Saturday, March 29. 
  
Quote of the month:   

òMay one ask, politely, the cause in which we are being asked to die?ó  
 òWhen the king goes to war does he give his reasons?  He says, ôPorthos, fight!õ and you fight.ó   
òI do, I doéó   
òThen letõs go and be killed where were told, is life worth so many questions?ó ð  

Frank Finlay and Richard Chamberlain as Porthos and Aramis, òThe Three Musketeersó 
  
Alaric  
Rapier Marshal 
 
 
 

                    Archery Marshal                      
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                    Minister of Arts and Sciences                     
 
Greetings! 
 
The March winds blew in with force.  As did Elfsea at the Gulf Wars A&S competition.  Due to 
performance artisans being unable to attend the war, Elfsea presented three of the 10 Ansteorran 
champions: Baroness Amilne, HL Ȗlfwyn, and HL Hanna.   I am happy to say my score was 21 out of 25.  
Since I did not ask the others for permission, I will not reveal their scores, but they are worthy scores.  
Baroness Suzanne Beraud was able to obtain a perfect score for the kingdom.  Unfortunately, 
Ansteorra lost the A&S war point by a single point.  
 
The March winds also blew hard and prevented the banner workshop from occurring, but the idea of 
Banner Wars is generating much interest and emails.  Remember, you DONõT have to have a coat of 
arms to make a banner.   Sew pennants in you favorite colors or Elfsea colors or Ansteorran colors.  
Pick an illumination that inspires you and paint it like a tapestry.  Deck your pavilion streamers of 
colors.   
 
The next A&S night will be Tuesday, April 15.  This will be two weeks before Moot, since April starts on a 
Tuesday this year.  The tentative plan is for a Bardic 101 class from Lady Eleanor Cleavely.  Look to the 
list for more details about where.  
 
If you have an idea for a class you want taught or want to teach, please let myself or my deputy HL 
Ȗlfwyn know.  Iõm also encouraging artisans to teach at the upcoming Kings College in June.  Steppes is 
hosting it this year, so it will be close.   
 
In Service to the Arts, 
 HL Hanna von Dahl 
 Elfsea MoAS 
 

                    Chronicler                     
Thank you to everyone who helped in the creation of this monthõs tidingsñthe tried and true 

regulars and some new contributors. 
I have tried something new this monthñand look to expand on the idea in future issuesñthere 

are active links to information found on the calendar. 
When youõre putting together your photo essay for future issues please include the submission 

form (http://www.ansteorra.org/publications/forms/PubPerm.pdf). 
 

Y I S 
al AERYN 
 

http://www.ansteorra.org/publications/forms/PubPerm.pdf
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                    Hospitaler                     
Greetings Goode Gentles, 
 
The Hospitaler's Office has been very busy during the month of March.  While the large majority of our 
Barony was off Defending our Kingdom, we have been working to increase our populace.   
 
I would like to make known to you my deputy, Catrina.  She joined the Hosptaler's Office in Mid March.  
I would also like to thank the various members for their support by stepping up and helping me by 
mentoring newcomers.  It has been a big help. 
 
I have been approached by two families transplanted from other Kingdoms, I know you will help me to 
make them feel at home.  I am also continually being sent inquiries from interested individuals.  I hope 
that this will prove fruitful.   I also try to have handouts available at all fighter practices as well as cards 
to give to those who stop to see what it is we do.   
 
There have been two demos this month, as well as a Home Guard Revel for those who were unable to 
attend the War. 
As the Tourney Season blooms, and we become more and more visible, do not hesitate to provide my 
contact info to those seeking to know more of our game.  It is my joy to serve our Barony in this 
manner. 
 
I remain in service, 
Lady Adelaide 
 

                    Chirugeon                     

 
Donõt Forget to DRINK WATER 

 
 

                    Virtual Scribe                     

 Barony of Elfsea Website 
 

 

http://elfsea.net/
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 Chamberlain    Historian   
This Office is Open for Bids 

 
 
 

 
 

                    Minster of Children                     
This Office is Open for Bids 

 
In the middle ages it was common for people to keep track of time using the feast days and saints days 
as in the following example from Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare: 
 

LADY CAPULET Thou know'st my daughter's of a pretty age. 
                                                                        Nurse  Faith, I can tell her age unto an hour. 
LADY CAPULET She's not fourteen. 
          Nurse  I'll lay fourteen of my teeth,-- 

And yet, to my teeth be it spoken, I have but four-- 
She is not fourteen. How long is it now 
To Lammas-tide? 

LADY CAPULET A fortnight and odd days. 
          Nurse  Even or odd, of all days in the year, 

Come Lammas-eve at night shall she be fourteen. 
 
Here are few Patron saints and their feast days for you to investigate: 

 
ACROSS  
1. patron saint of Spain (July 25) 
5. patron saint of Finland (January 19) 
6. patron saint of Wales (March 1) 
7. patron saint of Denmark (February 3) 
8. patron saint of England (April 23 or Nov 3) 
10. patron saint of Scotland (June 9) 
11. patron saint of Ireland (March 17) 
12. patron saint of Russia (Jan 2) 
13. patron saint of Greece (November 30) 
 
DOWN  
2. patron saint of Brittany (July 26) 
3. patron saint of France (May 30) 
4. patron saint of Germany (June 5) 
9. patron saint of Norway (July 29) 
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  Other Communiqués    
Gulf War Missive 
 
How to describe Gulf War? 
Cold driving at night from work to Mississippi. 
Snow in fields, ice in wind. 
Breakfast, looking like a reject from a roadie 
movie. Lunch on site with fried dead bird in a 
box for group. 
36 hours before sleeping. 
Build camp, snack and nosh through evening, try 
to sleep through 2 hour midnight hunt for blanket 
in next camp. 
Wake and hours of Watch, with idiots trying to 
push agendas beyond their limits. 
Midnight hunter returns, and thinks it is funny. 
Little sleep. 
Wake and hours of bouncing in cart, giving rides 
to workers, and seeking to give warning of evil 
car eating dragon. 
Midnight hunter not returning, finally a good 
sleep. 
Wake and remember promise not to pull lots of 
hours and actually try to enjoy event. Oh, it 
rained over night. 
Much stuff happens, a couple of days pass, event 
goes well, people get on nerves, drumming much 
fun, dancing good. 
Rain threatened, hampered Midnight Madness 
shopping. 
Meet friendly Lady, she seeking friendly Lady, -- 
poot. 
Known World Party, much fun, good fire spinning. 
Missed good fighting, must cook. Hits 99 degrees 
for about 1 minute. 
Leave Saturday, due to unpleasant peasant. 
Long drive home, sleepy, then lots of laundry and 
stuff. 
I feel disjointed and thus my missive is as well. 
 
Oh, and I have a cold. 
 
Crandall, Olde Phoole 

Highland Games 
 

Greetings unto the 
populace of this 
great Barony on this, 
the start of a New 
Year,  
Yes, it is early but 
planning never waits 
for anyone, so mark your calendars or rood 
sticks or whatever you use to keep track of the 
passage of time for the 2008 Scottish Highland 
Games, set to be played out June 6-8, 2008, at 
the same location. I plan to ask that we be 
given the same spot we had last year, unless 
there is serious dissention from the populace.  
 
In Service to Our Great Barony,  
Baron and Baroness,  
Lord Ceatta  
aliquantulus ferment nunquam vulnero 
quisquam  

(a little ferment never hurt anyone) 
 

 
From the Trolls 

Grog upset. 
Grok got part time job on  

Tabula Rasa Plains as 
Overseer drill operator.  

They no need Grog. 
Funny elves go away when 

 frozen ground happen, 
then rain flood happen.  

Where elves go? 
Druid place strange.  

No standing stones to hide behind. 
Just flappy flags, and words on 
ground rocks 
  



From Stefanõs Florilegium 
 
A Blending of the Past and Present 
 
Over the past seventeen years in an ongoing effort, I have been collecting bits of useful information 
from various newsgroups, mail lists and articles submitted to me by their authors. In order to make this 
information available to others, I have placed this information in a collection of files I call Stefan's 
Florilegium. 
 
The Florilegium is on the web at: http://www.florilegium.org 
 
I am always interested in new articles. If you have written an article that would be of interest to others in 
the SCA, please send it to me for possible inclusion in the Florilegium. A&S documentation and class 
handouts will also often work out well. 
 
I am also interested in volunteers who might be interested in helping me maintain the Florilegium. 
Everything from collecting materials, editing and web work is needed. Again, please contact me for 
more  details. 
 
      THLord Stefan li Rous   Ansteorra    stefan at florilegium.org  
 
Here are the new files for this month: 
 
In the ARCHERY section: 

archr-defense-art "Defensive Combat Archery Techniques" by Sir Jon Fitz-Rauf, R.C.A., R.C.Y. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/ARCHERY/archr-defense-art.html 

Bow-a-Buckler-art "Bow and Buckler Competition" by Sir Jon Fitz-Rauf, R.C.A., R.C.Y. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/ARCHERY/Bow-a-Buckler-art.html 

In the ENTERTAINMENT section: 
Mancala-art òMancalaó by THL Dagonell Collingwood. A family of Middle Eastern board games. 

http://www.florilegium.org/files/ENTERTAINMENT/Mancala-art.html 
In the FOOD-MEATS section: 

bacon-msg  Medieval bacon. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/FOOD-MEATS/bacon-msg.html 

In the FOOD-UTENSILS section: 
bone-utn-care-msg Caring for bone and bone-handled utensils. 

http://www.florilegium.org/files/FOOD-UTENSILS/bone-utn-care-msg.html 
In the SCRIBAL ARTS section: 

L-Legal-Docs-art "Large Legal Documents" by Lady Rebecca the Contrary. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/SCRIBAL-ARTS/L-Legal-Docs-art.html 

  

http://www.florilegium.org/
http://florilegium.org/
http://www.florilegium.org/files/ARCHERY/archr-defense-art.html
http://www.florilegium.org/files/ARCHERY/Bow-a-Buckler-art.html
http://www.florilegium.org/files/ENTERTAINMENT/Mancala-art.html
http://www.florilegium.org/files/FOOD-MEATS/bacon-msg.html
http://www.florilegium.org/files/FOOD-UTENSILS/bone-utn-care-msg.html
http://www.florilegium.org/files/SCRIBAL-ARTS/L-Legal-Docs-art.html
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This month there are only a few new files since I've been concentrating on updating a bunch of the older 
ones. Here are a few of the updated files. 
 

applique-msg  Ideas and suggestions for applying applique. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/TEXTILES/applique-msg.html 

AS-food-msg   Displaying food items at A&S events. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/CELEBRATIONS/AS-food-msg.html 

belts-msg   Medieval and SCA belts and baldrics. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/ACCESS/belts-msg.html 

child-clothes-msg  Period and SCA children's clothing. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/CHILDREN/child-clothes-msg.html 

comfits-msg   Period candied spices and seeds. Recipes. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/FOOD-SWEETS/comfits-msg.html 

fd-Germany-msg  Medieval and Period German food. Cookbooks. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/FOOD-BY-REGION/fd-Germany-msg.html 

fish-msg   Medieval fish dishes. Fish in the SCA. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/FOOD-MEATS/fish-msg.html 

forks-msg   Period forks. history and use in Europe. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/FOOD-UTENSILS/forks-msg.html 

fruit -quinces-msg  Period uses and recipes for quinces. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/FOOD-FRUITS/fruit-quinces-msg.html 

fundraising-msg   Fundraising ideas for SCA groups. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/SCA-INC/fundraising-msg.html 

gardens-msg   Medieval gardens. flowers. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/PLANTS/gardens-msg.html 

herbs-msg    Herbs used in period and how they were used. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/PLANTS/herbs-msg.html 

monks-msg    Medieval monks and orders. Monk's clothing. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/RELIGION/monks-msg.html 

pavilions-msg   The making of medieval pavilions. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/DWELLINGS/pavilions-msg.html 

pewter-msg    Pewter in period. References. Sources. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/CRAFTS/pewter-msg.html 

SCA-transport -msg  Typical and unusual SCA vehicles and transportation.  
http://www.florilegium.org/files/TRAVEL/SCA-transport -msg.html 

scabbards-msg  Making sword scabbards. Different types. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/COMBAT/scabbards-msg.html 

ships-msg    Ships and shipbuilding. Sailor's food. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/TRAVEL/ships-msg.html 

washing-msg   Washing different fabrics. How to wash and what not to wash. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/TEXTILES/washing-msg.html 

wood-finishes-msg  Period and SCA wood finishes. Stains. 
http://www.florilegium.org/files/CRAFTS/wood-finishes-msg.html 

Copyright 2008, Mark S. Harris. Permission to reprint in SCA-related publications is hereby granted if the file descriptions 
are left unchanged. Removing any of the updated files listed in order to fit the article into limited publication space is 
allowed.  The article introduction may also be edited, provided the web address and contact info are retained. 
 
THLord Stefan li Rous Barony of Bryn Gwlad  Kingdom of Ansteorra 
Mark S. Harris   Austin, Texas            
StefanliRous@austin.rr.com   See Stefan's Florilegium files at:  http://www.florilegium.org  
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